
 

 
 
 
 
How long is the term of a Vestry member 

at Holy Comforter? 
● A term on the Vestry is a three-year 

commitment.  
● Elections are held in late October or 

early November (exact date to be 
determined).  

● New Vestry members are installed 
at the Annual Parish Meeting and 
must be in attendance.  

● Vestry members-elect are required 
to attend at least one of the regular 
Vestry meetings before their term 
begins (November, December, or 
January). 

  
When does the Vestry Meet? 

Typically the Holy Comforter Vestry meets 
on the second Tuesday of the month at 7 
PM.  
 

 
How many Vestry members do we have at 

Holy Comforter? 
We have nine Vestry members.  Three 
Vestry members “roll off” each year.  
Therefore, we elect three new Vestry 
members at our annual parish meeting each 
year.   
 
Who are the officers of the Vestry? 
The presiding officer of the Vestry is the 
Rector. There are two wardens:  

● The Senior Warden is the Head of 
the Congregation and leads the 
parish when the Rector is on 
sabbatical or when the parish is 
between Rectors.  He or she is a 
support person for the Rector.  The 
Senior Warden often communicates 
the thoughts and concerns of the 
congregation to the Rector and to 
the Vestry.  At Holy Comforter the 
Senior Warden is chosen by the 
Rector. 

● The Junior Warden has 
responsibility for church property 
and buildings.  The Junior Warden is 
charged with overseeing building 
maintenance and upkeep.  At Holy 
Comforter the Junior Warden is 
elected by the Vestry members 
during the first meeting of the year.  

At Holy Comforter the Vestry has two 
officials, a Treasurer and a Clerk who 
are chosen by the Rector.  Note: the 

Treasurer and Clerk may or may not be 
members of the Vestry.  

 What are the duties of a Vestry member? 
● Commit to three-year term 
● Attend all Vestry meetings and 

functions; 
● Serve on a rotating basis as Vestry 

Person of the Day; 
● Volunteer for and serve on various 

Vestry committees; 
● Attend worship services every 

Sunday, unless there are 
unavoidable commitments. Attend 
other worship services throughout 
the year (Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, Ascension Day, etc.) 

● Pray daily for Holy Comforter and 
our mission and ministry. Pray that 
God will transform us into a Body 
of Christ that fully lives out our 
mission: “Sharing Christ’s message 
of hope, peace, and grace with all.” 

What are the qualifications to run for the 
Vestry? 

● In accordance with the canons of 
the Diocese of Texas, each Vestry 
member must be at least 18 
years old and a confirmed 
communicant in good standing 
(pledging member).  

● And he/she must be a member of 
Holy Comforter for a year before 
nomination as a Vestry member.  

● He or She must pass a 
background check and complete 
the Diocese of Texas training, 
“Safeguarding God’s People.” 



 
Who are the current Vestry members and 
officials? 

The Reverend John Soard, Rector 
Walter Foyt, Senior Warden 
Don Esposito, Junior Warden 
Lindsey Beck  
Olga Garcia 
Gwen Aldridge 
Teresa San Miguel 
Richard Coull 
Shawn Henners 
Rick Harris 
Heather Williams, Clerk 
Chris LeGrande, Treasurer 
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Vestry 
The Vestry, which was a board of 
churchwardens came to the Episcopal 
Church from the Church of England. 

 
What is the Vestry? 

 
The Vestry is the legal representative of 
the parish with regard to all matters 
pertaining to its corporate property.  
Holy Comforter’s Vestry is responsible 
for: 
● Managing the resources and 

finances of the parish;  
● Managing and maintaining the 

property of the parish; 
● Ensure effective organization and 

planning; 
● Helping define and articulate the 

mission of the congregation  
● And assisting in implementing the 

parish vision by supporting Holy 
Comforter’s vision by word and 
deed. 


